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Dear Tom, 
 
I’m writing this to you before you’re even born. 
Maybe you’ll turn out to be a girl – I guess then 
you won’t be called Tom, but might be called 
Alice or Zoe or something in between. Whatever 
your name turns out to be, here’s what I’ve got 
to tell you… 
 
Your mum and I are expecting our first baby – 
that’s you! I decided that I should write a 
special book that tells the wonderful story of 
the world you’re going to live in. 
 
When I was a boy my mother gave me a book 
called the Bible, a very old and amazing book 
about God making the world and the life of His 
son Jesus Christ. It has exciting and incredible 
stories, is a source of wisdom and gives advice. 
Some Bible stories tell of things that happened 
about two to three thousand years ago. It is 
actually one book containing many volumes, 
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written over a thousand years. The last part was 
written about two thousand years ago. 
Many people today still believe that everything in 
the Bible is true. Others think that some stories 
are not literally true, but they do believe in God 
and that Jesus was the Son of God. These people 
are called Christians and Christianity is their 
religion. A religion is a set of beliefs that often 
come from a special book like the Bible which 
explain the world and how we should live. Around 
the world there are quite a number of different 
religions. Some believe in more than one god and 
some don’t have a god but believe in hidden 
powers. Most religions are very old. 
 
Over the last few hundred years, science has 
explored and explained many things and shown 
that religions might be wrong. Science is a 
careful study of how the universe works. (The 
universe is a word that means something like 
everything that is – it includes the world, 
everything in it, the sun, the moon and the stars 
and everything else in space that we can’t even 
see). 
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The Building Blocks of Life 
 
You might have heard of atoms. Atoms are 
virtually the smallest objects that exist. (We 
could make this complicated and mention things 
called quarks and leptons, but that’s not 
important here!) Atoms join together to make 
molecules. Atoms and molecules are the 
incredibly tiny building blocks from which 
everything is made. 
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We are racing through time now, but it is still 
500 million years ago! If you could go back to 
that time and have a look around, there would be 
no animals or plants on land and no birds in the 
sky. But if you put on a mask and snorkel and 
went for a swim in the sea you might see quite a 
few strange things swimming around! Fossil 
records indicate that at this time there were 
seaweeds, jellyfish, sea anemones, sponges (yes 
they are animals!) and even early types of fish. 
There were also a host of weird and wonderful 
life forms that don’t exist today. 

 



 33

 
When the book was published it shocked many 
people because it described how humans 
descended from apes. At the time this was 
thought to be a ridiculous idea. Most people in 
Darwin’s native England were staunch 
Christians and believed that humans were made 
by God to be superior to other species.   
 
In newspapers there were cruel cartoons of 
Darwin as an ape. He wrote troubled letters to 
friends telling that he was well aware of the deep 
harm he had done to religion. Even today, some 
religious groups refuse to believe his ideas. 
However most people regard him as one of the 
greatest scientists who ever lived. 
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All Kinds of Folks 
 
In this chapter and the next I will describe some 
of the ideas that people have had about morality 
over the last few thousand years. I’ll introduce 
you to a few of my friends, like Martina, the 

Martian; 
Alf and 
Ethel, the 
Eskimos; 
and 
Gertrude 
the little 
girl with 
green 
ears. A 
few silly 

examples will help you to understand some 
important theories. 
 
In a wonderful novel by Harper Lee called ‘To 
Kill a Mockingbird’, the father tells his daughter: 
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‘if you can learn a simple trick, Scout, you’ll get 
along a lot better with all kinds of folks. You 
never really understand a person until you 
consider things from his point of view – until 
you climb into his skin and walk around in it.’ 
I think that this is very wise advice.  
 
Every person in this world is different and we all 
have our own ideas about right and wrong and 
about how we should live. Science can’t answer 
questions about these things, although some 
people think that we might be able to find 
definite common rules on how to live. 
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